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SUBJECT: VIEWS PROM THE PERES CAMP 

1. CHARGE AND EMBOPP MET JANUARY 20 WITH ASHER BEN NATAN, 

POLITICAL ADVISOR TO PERES (AS DEFENSE MINISTER) AND PORMER 
AMBASSADOR TO PARIS AND BONN. BEN NATAN IS CLOSELY IDENTI- 
FJF.D WITH PERES AND ONE OF HIS KEY COUNSELORS IN PERES' 

CAMPAIGN TO REPLACE RABIN. HE IS ALSO AN IMPORTANT MEMBER 
OP THE COMMITTEE DRAPTING THE LABOR PLATPORM. 

2. BEN NATAN BELIEVES THAT PERES CURRENTLY HAS A SLIGHT 
EDGE OVER RABIN AMONG LABOR PARTY MEMBERS. CAREPUL NOT 
TO ATTACK RABIN (AT LEAST PRONTALLY ), BEN NATAN SAID THAT 
THE DOMESTIC SITUATION, THOUGH NOT ENTIRELY OP RABIN'S 
MAKING, LEAVES HIM VULNERABLE. MANY PARTY LEADERS REGRET 
THE ABSENCE OP ANY SAMLL ADVISOCW 4970, SUCH AS ALL PRE- 
VIOUS PRIME MINISTERS HAD (BEN GURION'S HAVEREINU, ESHKOL'S 
TROIKA, AND GOLDA'S KITCHEN CABINET), AND RESENT RABIN'S 
REFUSAL TO CONFIDE IN AND SEEK ADVICE PROM HIS COLLEAGUES. 
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3. BEN NATAN STRESSED (AS IP TO ALLAY U.S. CONCERN) 

THAT THERE ARE NO DIKFERENCES BETWEEN PERES AND RABIN 
ON POREIGN POLICY. THEY BOTH OPPOSE, FOR EXAMPLE, ALLON’S 
PROPOSAL TO MODIPY LABOR'S 14-POINT PLATPORM TO ALLOW 
POR RETROCESSIONS IN THE WEST BANK WITHIN THE PRAMEWORK 
OP AN INTERIM AGREEMENT AND WITHOUT REQUIRENG A REFEREN- 
DUM (COMMENT: BEN NATAN DREW ADISTINCTION BETWEEN 
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"INTERIM" AGREEMENT AND AN "END OE BELLIGERENCY" AGREE- 
MENT. HE SEEMED TO IMPLY THAT PERES DID NOT NECES- 
SARILY OPPOSE WITHDREWAL ON THE WEST BANK AS PART OP 
AN AGREEMENT ENDING BELLIGERENCY.) PERES' IMAGE OP A 
HAWK VERSUS RABIN'S AS A DOVE IS INACCURATE. SUCH KNOWN 
DOVES AS LABOR MKS YITZHAK NAVON AND YOSSI SARID, POR 
EXAMPLE, BACK PERES. 

4. BEN NATAN DID NOT KNOW WHETEHR THE PARTY CONVENTION 
OP THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE WOULD CHOOSE THE CANDIDATE POR 
PRIME MINISTER. PERES WOULD, ON BALANCE, PREPER THE 
CONVENTION, SIMPLY BECUASE THE PARTY MACHINERY WOULD 
BE LESS EPPECTIVE IN APPLYING PRESSURE IN THAT PORUM 
THAN IN THE SMALLER CNETRAL COMMITTEE. HOWEVER, 

A SHIPT OP ONLY TWENTY-SOME VOTES IN THE PRESENT CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE WOULD HAVE GIVER THE TOP SPOT TO PERES IN 
1974 AND 60 TO 70 PER CENT OF THIS CENTRAL COMMITTEE WILL 
ALSO BE MEMBERS OF THE NEXT. AS A MEMBER OP THE PLAT- 
PORM DRAPTING COMMITTEE, BEN NATAN HAS PREPARED A DRAPT 
WHICH HE SAID INVOLVES PEW CHANGES FROM THE 14 POINTS. 

SOME PIVE OR SIX DRAPTS WILL BE PRESENTED TO THE CONVEN- 
TION. 

5. BEN NATAN WAS UNCONCERNED OVER THE POSSIBILITY OP 
MAPAM LEAVING THE ALIGNMENT. HE THOUGHT THAT IT HAD GONE 
TOO PAR IN PRESENTING AN "ULTIMATUM" TO THE LABOR PARTY 
AND THAT ANY PURTHER PRESSURE WOULD BE COUNTERPRODUCTIVE. 
HE DID NOT THINK HIGHLY OP YIGAEL YADIN'S PROSPECTS OR 

OP THE LIKELIHOOD OP HIS BEING IN THE NEXT COALITION 
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GOVERNMENT. ON THE POSSIBILITY OP THE LIKUD lOINING 
A LABOR-LED COALITION, HE PELT THAT IF IT DID NOT 
COME OUT PIRST IN MAY THE LIKUD WOULD PROBABLY DISIN- 
TEGREAT AS A BLOC, WITH THE LIBERALS LIKELY JOINING AN 
LABOR COALITION. SHMUEL TAMIR ALSO WOULD PROBABLY 
LEAVE YADIN'S DEMOCRATIC MOVEMENT POR CHANGE POLLOWING 
THE ELECTION AND JOIN THE COALITION IP OPPERED A MINI- 
STERIAL POST. 

6. BEN NATAN DID NOT BELIEVE ACHDUT AVODAH WOULD 
LEAVE LABOR IP PERES WON OVER RABIN. SUCH TALK CAME 
ONLY PROM A PEW ISOLATED VOICES. THIS IS NOT 

HOW THE LABOR PARTY WORKS. ACUTALLY, ACHDUT AVODAH IS 
NOT A DOVISH PACTION. PERHAPS IT RECEIVED THAT COLORA- 
TION PROM ALLON'S MODERATE VIEWS AND PROM THE PACT THAT 
OUT OP LOYALTY HIS COLLEAGUES TEND TO SUPPORT THOSE 
POSITIONS. BUT ONE OP ITS OTHER LEADERS, MINISTER GALILI, 

IS CONSIDERED A HAWK AND ITS LATE LEADER, YITZHAK TABENKIN, 
WAS AN ADVOCATE OF THE "COMPLETE LAND OP ISRAEL ". 
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7. AS ANOTHER EXAMPLE OE HOW ISRAELI POLITICS OPERATES, 

BEN NATAN SAID THAT IE RABIN BECOMES PRIME MINISTER HE 
WOULD AGAIN HAVE TO OEEER A CABINET POST TO PERES BE- 
CAUSE THE LATTER REPRESENTS A STRONG ELEMENT IN THE 
LABOR PARTY. ONE THE OTHER HAND, AS A RELATIVE NEWCOMER 
TO THE PARTY, RABIN DOES NOT HAVE A SIGNIEICANT CON- 
STITUENCY AND THEREEORE COULE MORE EASILY BE EXCLUDED FROM A PERES 
CABINET. BY WAY OE ILLUSTRATION, ABBA EBAN'S LACK OE 

A BASE MEANT THAT RABIN WAS ABLE TO EXCLUDE HIM FROM 
THE CABINET IN 1974. 

8. COMMENT: BEN NATAN WAS MORE FORTHCOMING THAN USUAL 
IN THIS DUSCUSSION, NO DOUBT A CONSEQUENCE OF PERES' 

DECLARED CANDIDACY AND BEN NATAN'S PARTICIPATION IN 
PERES' CAMPAIGN. HE APPEARED CALM AND CONEIDENT, 

WHICH IS THE DEMEANOR THAT PERES CULTIVATES. 
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DUNNIGAN 


CONEIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, POLITICAL SITUATION, POLITICAL LEADERS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 20-Jan-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977TELAV00447 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770022-0777 

Format: TEL 
From: TEL AVIV 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 97701 32/aaaabbqp. tel 

Line Count: 140 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: cOI b61 d3-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 16-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3544656 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: VIEWS FROM THE PERES CAMP 

TAGS: PINT, IS, (PERES, SHIMON), (RABIN, YITZHAK), (NATAN, BEN) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/c01 b61 d3-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassifled/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



